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Abstract---One of these articles examines how cloud computing 
affects standard digital proof methodologies and offers some 

suggestions on how to improve digital proof reviews in the cloud. As 

Cloud-Computing gains traction as an IT business solution, it is 

attracting the attention of an increasing number of companies as a 

viable migrations path for their IT infrastructures and business 
strategy. The criminal's element among has made aware of the 

centralization of data stored in clouds.  Then Data Centers and Clouds 

Service providers are becoming targeted for assault. Inside the coming 

years, implementing a Forensics-as-a-Service (FaaS) solution may be 

the only viable option, but until it is consented upon as a guideline 

and executed by service suppliers, participants are completely reliant 
on clients receiving a few assurances in their service level agreements 

to allow the retrieval of users and the systems logs on supply. 

 

Keywords---forensics‐as-a-service, cloud computing, virtualization 
storage management, security, business model. 

https://doi.org/10.53730/ijhs.v6nS3.5903


 

 

1935 

Introduction  

 

As seen by the rise in the global acceptance of the products it delivers, 

clouds computing is a constantly developing technology solution and business 
plan. Although clouds computing has roots in mainframes computing which has 

some parallels to regular Webhosting, the manner services are rendered differs 

significantly. Self-provisioning, automatic scaling, & pay-per-use are some of the 

added features that cloud consumers may get from offerings that improve 

reliability, efficiency, and adaptability [1-3]. In this sense, cloud computing may 

be viewed as a step in the evolution in the providing of Online services, helping 
corporations to simply outsource their IT needs while only charging for the 

services they utilize. CSPs like that as Google, Amazon, & Microsoft were pushing 

growth by converting their surplus capacity into such a commercial pay-per-use 

framework that includes ephemeral and flexible IT services [4]. This present 

development is also aided by internet providers' increased provision of high-speed 
internet & low-cost accessibility. 

 

Its Cloud's seemingly limitless availability of unidentified computing power might 

be a fertile ground for just a new generation of cybercrime. A large amount of 

sensitive data is kept on the Clouds, including such credit cards and security 

numbers, making it a potential target for criminals. Additionally, everyone, even 
offenders, has accessibility to enormous computational resources, which provides 

easy-to-use encryptions technology & anonymized communications routes, 

making it less likely that their operations would be understandable to or 

monitored by officials [5]. Denial of service (DoS) assaults, for instance, was 

shown utilizing the Clouds as the weapon of choice. The testing was performed 
out as some kind of test basis for a customer's networks that used a $6 

handmade "Thunder Clap" software, and the investigators utilized up to 10 virtual 

servers on Amazon's EC2 to conduct the assault, successfully knocking its 

customers firm off the Web. The invasion was undetected by Amazon during the 

test, and the study discovered nothing whatsoever to halt them from attempting 

to launch the invasion. The malware that orchestrated the assault was activated 
by a directive posted on a social media platform. 

 

Regarding the possibility for this kind of Cloud-based offense, it's indeed clear 

that a collection of exhaustively admissible Cloud-specific methods and 

technologies is necessary. Because there are now no such instruments or 
techniques, existing forensic approaches might well be modified to operate with 

Cloud storage [6]. Existing digital evidence approaches, on the other hand, are 

primarily designed for off-line research, assuming that stored medium undergoing 

examination is entirely underneath the inspector's custody. Such approaches do 

not transfer well to Cloud-computing settings, posing several data gathering 

problems. Although cloud computing provides clients with versatile, rapid, on-
demand, & cost-effective IT solutions, it alters the conventional features of data 

storage and retrieval [7]. Proof in the Clouds could be stored in many geographic 

regions on systems provided by different clients and controlled by a variety of 

Clouds Service Providers, rendering the collection of evidence complicated. This 

poses the dilemma of how to maintain the credibility and trustworthiness of 
information proof obtained from the Clouds for it to be utilized in a legal 

proceeding. 
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Related works 

 

As part of a researcher’s effort named CLOIDFIN, Biggs and colleagues explored 

the influence of cloud computing on digital forensic inquiries. These authors 

recommend a global collaboration that includes fundamental modifications 
needed inquiries to be successful in cloud computing architecture [8]. Our 

researchers also proposed that cloud providers suppliers guarantee that 

regulations are followed and also that non-compliance is avoided. The writers, 

nevertheless, could not offer a specific answer to the challenge of preserving 

digital investigative proof in a cloud-computing context. In [9], we presented a 

methodology for archiving data for healthcare experts including hospitals. That 
method concentrates on the Amazon encryption technique for preservation & 

backup and restore, and only covers a small number of security concerns. The 

article, in an instance, presents backups and restore strategies that almost all 

clouds service suppliers offer. As a result, it's unclear how this approach, which 

concentrates on storing information from clinical services providers, can provide a 
universal solution that can assist investigators in non-medical electronic forensic 

investigation studies. 

 

These researchers of [10] address the difficulties associated with clouds forensics. 

The study looks at how cloud-computing services may be used to perform a 

conventional digital inquiry. These authors admit that the results acquired via 
virtual machines (VMs) throughout various clouds deployment methods might 

vary substantially. The article suggests strategies tailored to individual 

companies. This paper proposed snapshots study copying for IaaS systems, for 

instance. These researchers also propose alternatives depending on several use 

scenarios, including SLA testing, detailed review, and the destruction of evidential 
information, among many others. This difficulty is that if all cloud service 

providers are obliged to duplicate digital objects, methods like forensic image 

copying might not have been feasible. This results in a considerable increase in 

the quantity of clouds storage needed [11]. 

 

Moreover, case-by-case research doesn't aid in the development of an effective 
strategy for assaults utilizing cloud computing services. Whereas computer 

evidence in cloud technology is an attractive research area, previous research has 

aimed at identifying the obstacles of conducting electronic examinations in the 

clouds. There seems to be little study into providing models or remedies that 

might tackle the inherent weaknesses in computer forensic retention at the cloud 
services layer. Almost majority of the new study has been on computer storage 

consistency or protection & security systems [12]. The problems become 

increasingly apparent with the emergence of the Internet of Things (IoT), which 

heavily relies on the clouds computing environment, therefore solutions that 

might theoretically overcome the issue for both perspectives are needed. 

 
The field of digital forensics with IoT systems and mechanisms is still in its 

infancy. Nevertheless, numerous academics have sought to solve concerns 

connected collect information in IoT in distinct attempts. Data collecting and 

analysis methodologies, and possible research areas for improving digital 

forensics for the IoT ecosystems, were discussed in [13]. The report includes 
crucial forensic evidence that may be retrieved through existing IoT connected 
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phones including Amazon Echo, Z-Wave sensors, and static routing. The study, 

though, somehow doesn't solve any problems for general-purpose IoT platforms 

and applications. This article, for instance, consists of specific equipment. 

Regrettably, most of those previous restricted scientific studies adopt a reactive 
instead of an aggressive strategy to digital forensics [14]. That example, 

determining the condition of an IoT system is exceedingly difficult if it defects. It 

would be wonderful if there was a system that took into account IoT platform 

tracking so that this data could be utilized as forensics evidence. 

 

It's important to understand how computer evidence & cloud technology are 
established before attempting to describe Forensic investigations. Describe data 

processing as the application of empirically obtained and procedures ensure to 

the retention, gathering, verification, recognition, assessment, explanation, 

recordkeeping, and the processing of data available in digital sources to enable or 

promote the rebuilding of street crimes, or assisting in the prediction of 
unauthorized behavior that interrupts planning performance [15-16]. Cloud 

computing, thus according to NIST 2011, is a paradigm for willingness to 

contribute and participate, easy, on-demand networking access to a shared pool 

of customizable computational resources that can be swiftly provided and 

delivered with minimum administrative activity or service provider involvement 

[17]. In this respect, Clouds forensics can be defined as the application of 
accurate estimates for the conserving, gathering, verification, proof of identity, 

analysis, perception, paperwork, and data presentation obtained from computing 

environments in a somewhat way that the evidence's authenticity is preserved 

and probative in a legal proceeding. 

 
Materials and Methods 

 

This description given to the generalized procedures that offer a structure about 

which sounds forensic examinations could be built is network 

investigations learning theories. Though there are no universal forensics standard 

techniques that might be applied to all electronic forensic evidence, the procedure 
for each kind of offense seems to have some characteristics [18]. Because of the 

global nature of the modeling techniques, they may be used in a wide range of 

digital crimes investigations, regardless of technologies. Concerning a well-known 

investigative procedure, this study explores the contrasts among conventional & 

Digital forensics investigations. This Continental Spafford design is used for 
comparative reasons. Several stages of a digital forensics process are listed 

throughout this paradigm, which is also referred to as the Integration Of 

information Research Method: conservation, assessment, searching and 

gathering, reconstructing, & presenting. 

 

Inside a typical digital forensic investigation, this conservation step includes 
protecting the digital scene's entrances, and maintaining any forensic information 

that may alter [19]. Separating the systems from the networking, gathering 

volatile data which would be destroyed if the machine was shut off, & detecting 

any suspect programs operating on the machine are all part of this procedure. 

Suspicious individuals must be identified and perhaps examined if they are 
registered. Logging data are regarded as eyewitnesses to the event and therefore 

should be protected when they're at risk of disappearing before the systems are 
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cloned [20]. Direct physical retention in Clouds inquiries is confined to the 

accused's computer if one is accessible. Because the data is kept externally on 

virtual images, no further direct retention is feasible. Investigative groups could 

unintentionally protect information to the Clouds by serving conservation 

requests to the internet services. Forensic detectives should, nevertheless, have 
faith in the services supplier's ability to retain information in a digital forensics 

way utilizing tried and true procedures. 

 

This objective of the Surveying phase is to find the evident sources of evidence & 

form a first explanation about what happened.  Vulnerable proof, including such 

volatile memory storage, is recorded & gathered as quickly as possible to avoid 
harm or distortion. In a server infiltration scenario, Carrier and Spafford say the 

crime scene investigators would seek clear evidence of a rootkit deployment, 

examine applications records, and search for new system settings [21]. Although 

the system could be checked for proof, the investigators wouldn't have 

accessibility to any more data because internet services cannot be physically 
viewed. If and how possible evidence might be found will be determined by the 

Cloud storage type employed. 

 

Apart from restricted user-specific applications customization options, the 

consumer seems to not influence the underlying architecture, including the 

operating systems, apps, or servers, inside the SaaS model. Throughout this case, 
an investigating officer has no incredibly simple means of determining 

substantiation on the webserver and must also be reliant on any application 

programming log data sent out by the service supplier; that's only conceivable if 

the network operator had also assembled a few forms of logging framework and 

tends to make the audit trails accessible, whether permanently or temporarily 
[22]. In regards to recognizable proof, the IaaS framework offers so much to an 

investigator. That consumer has great power out over the configuration of the 

imaginary example, and also the underpinning operating systems, inside an IoT 

ecosystem [23]. As a result, consumers have the option of installing logging 

technology to monitor user behavior, which may substantially increase the 

performance of a forensic analysis; nonetheless, this is not the usual. Despite 
this, forensics experts have had more accessibility to proof than that of the other 

2 Clouds storage types, SaaS and PaaS. 

 

This PaaS paradigm allows customers to design and install applications that used 

the company's computer languages, frameworks, capabilities, and resources. The 
customer has no access to the underlying Clouds infrastructure, such as the 

networking, servers, software platforms, or memory, but it does have influence 

well over installed apps and perhaps the application-hosting atmosphere's 

configuration options. Because they are confined to a certain log file, assuming 

such occur, this one has a terrible impact on an inspector's capacity to locate 

probable proof. This evidence from the crime scene's Exploration and Collecting 
Phase includes a detailed examination of the systems for electronic information. 

These findings of the Surveys Step are used in this stage to emphasize other sorts 

of research. For instance, once phrases are found from that other information, a 

search strategy may be done on this stage, or a low-level chronology of actively 

interacting can be examined to retrace a user's behavior. This is where the 
majority of the investigative time has been spent. Relics of evidential significance 
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are gathered, generally, from computer storage media including such hard disks, 

memory chips drive, or other electronic content. This process of gathering such 

information entails making investigative image copies of these media devices, 

which may then be analyzed in a forensics laboratory. Data saved in volatile 
memory or active registry is retrieved using other techniques. So most 

examinations are carried out on a community scale, except certain networking 

forensics analyses, which may have been carried out now to look for prior 

occurrences in internet traffic archives. 

 

This same Cloud's dispersed architecture creates new problems for investigative 
data gathering. Because data on the Cloud is distributed, forensics investigators 

must update their old methodologies to adapt to this new context. Additionally, 

researchers should understand how information is kept in the Clouds 

environment and, as a result, how it may be accessed whilst preserving data. 

Because contact here between the customer and the Cloud service is mostly 
through the Web, proof could be obtained locally from the client's Internet 

browsers history. Additional information, including such customer usernames 

and passwords for Clouds computing and text messaging, could be retrieved and 

decoded, allowing the investigators insight into the client's prior Internet 

interactions. Because network operators do not offer any system logs from the 

networking devices utilized either by patient's installations or programs, it is 
typically not essential to evaluate internet traffic at the system levels. If indeed the 

service offering is IaaS on the web servers side, forensics experts can take images 

of the virtual environment & examine these offsite in a laboratory just like any 

other data captured from a local computer. 

 
Using PaaS, the issue is more complicated since the only knowledge accessible is 

application-specific statistics. The investigator could only get minimal data via 

SaaS, including such user-specific program setup parameters. Because the 

network operator would give the information for the investigation, the 

investigators would need to work more closely with both the service providers to 

grab information in a forensically sound manner. The service supplier is served 
with a court order, which allows them to conduct the investigation, gather the 

information, and provide it over to the investigators. That researcher should 

believe the honesty of the expert given by the CSP to investigate an enhanced 

safety, which necessitates a high level of confidence. Consumers should also have 

faith in the specialist's data gathering devices and software, and the Clouds 
infrastructure's right to receive, reconstruct, and deliver information. The 

authenticity and consistency of the collected information as admissible proof 

would be called into question if the proper documentation is disrupted at any 

point. 

 

This physically criminal investigations reconstructing step includes arranging the 
analytical findings from the acquired traditional and cyber facts and developing 

an explanation for the occurrence utilizing the scene of crimes images. The proof 

is combined with scientific techniques to evaluate the occurrence hypotheses. 

This rebuilding step for the electronic event entails connecting the dots of the 

electronic puzzle altogether. That stage processes data is necessary complex 
analysis methods, including such appropriate file analytical or decoding, and 

summarize the information. That stage employs empirical tests to assess and 
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refute ideas based on computer information, and to determine how and why the 

facts came to be. If digital forensics has still been lacking, the Searching Stage 

might well be restarted to find new proof. 

 

When it comes to cloud-based incident investigations, the network operator has 
complete control over the quantity of data provided to the investigators that might 

make it difficult to recreate prior occurrences. Furthermore, owing to the 

physiological asymmetry of the information, placing it in the appropriate 

perspective and the proper chronological sequence might be a challenging 

process. That problem is aggravated by the fact because information stored in 

multiple geographic locations with multiple time zones might also have timestamp 
discrepancies owing to improperly synced computers timers, which would be a 

major problem for rebuilding event histories. Such problems might lead to 

incompletely digital artifacts, which could also jeopardize their reliability as court 

evidence. 

 
Overall findings of the examination of all print and digital evidentiary artifacts are 

recorded and given to a court or administration during the development of the 

conceptual framework of a typical forensics inquiry. This presenting step includes 

investigators' findings, briefings, relevant paperwork, statements, witness 

statements, and court transcripts. The paperwork that supports each stage of the 

inquiry is very important since it creates traceable integrity of the evidence. Proof 
information should stay constant throughout any forensics investigation, and 

detectives must be capable of presenting their results, describing the significance 

and ramifications of all activities. Additionally, rigorous documentation and 

recordings for all stages of the inquiry must be preserved. In a 

Clouds examination, keeping such a tight record of the inquiry may be 
problematic, because data might well be kept in many places underneath various 

restrictions, rendering the collection of evidence difficult to manage. 

 

Summary 

 

Whenever submitted to a judge, the shortcomings of Clouds investigations along 
the different steps of the forensics procedure outlined above might call into doubt 

the evidence's legitimacy. To summarise, these are: 

 

 Incapability to maintain a possible criminal case, which might also 
compromise the information artifacts' authenticity. 

 This refusal or incapacity of service suppliers to give required information, 
including program or networking system logs. 

 Restricted or no accessibility to archived data might result in a skewed 
view of the past. 

 Partial information, including such fragmentary information or artifacts 
with changed information. 

 

Challenges in cloud computing 

 

Additional difficulties with performing digital forensics investigations in the clouds 
might influence the strength of the data collected, which would in return 

undermine the artifacts' trustworthiness in a legal proceeding. That study 
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explores these difficulties and recommendations made for how to fix them in the 

part that follows. Multiple customers can share the same physical servers and 

access benefits offered by shared Cloud-computing hardwares and software at the 

same time thanks to multi-tenancy. Multi-tenant architectures might be 
concerning in some situations since they share a lot of resources, reveal a lot of 

potential susceptible connections, and therefore can happen on a huge scale. 

Throughout aspects of the investigation process, one such resource-sharing 

climate presents difficulties because forensic experts must consider not only the 

assistance used by an individual client, and yet also non-customer particular 

aspects of the multi-tenant facilities, and assets communicated with some other 
clients. Elements including such memory locations and CPU utilization are 

examples of common infrastructure. Network operators, for instance, will be 

hesitant to grant access to the available storage because it would most certainly 

require information about other consumers, violating privacy & confidentiality 

contracts.  
 

Digital preservation is critical to the effectiveness of online forensics inquiries 

because it preserves the provenance and processing histories of datasets. An 

information object's lineage could reveal who developed and updated its 

information, making it a crucial part of any computer forensics inquiry. The 

amount of information authenticity that can be provided in the Clouds is 
determined by the Clouds model. The lineage of a data element in a SaaS 

Clouds solution, for instance, might well be hard to track because the network 

operator typically does not authenticate users to applications programming event 

logs. This same client has no way of knowing whether information has been 

disclosed or obtained by the adversaries in the event of an accounts penetration. 
That involves information that has been changed or perhaps even destroyed by a 

hostile external customer or by the service supplier, for instance, for added 

storage. 

 

To offer back-ups & encourage higher automatic failover, cloud infrastructure is 

frequently dispersed across many sites, which may include various nations. This, 
nevertheless, brings up the question of sovereignty, which could also cause issues 

for the law enforcement community when attempting to create the 

trustworthiness of electronic information as proof. As per Garrie, a judge could 

only hold a hearing if it has authority out over participants and the case's actual 

content, but law enforcement authorities could only operate inside their permitted 
areas. If indeed the information is stored in another nation, this poses an issue. 

Various nationalities have distinct anonymity and privacy regulations, which 

might differ significantly from one country to the next. Some nations, for instance, 

have strong rules governing the privacy of financial records, and breaching such 

restrictions might lead to criminal repercussions. In this situation, retrieving all of 

the information necessary to solve a crime might well be impossible. 
 

Throughout a digital forensics process, establishing the integrity of the evidence is 

standard practice, and it helps in providing a recorded human history of the 

inquiry, documenting how the information was gathered, processed, and stored so 

that it may be submitted as proof. The traceability commences when such an 
investigator maintains the environment and concludes whenever the information 

is submitted in judgment or to administration in a typical investigative inquiry. 
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Maintaining a positive chain of custody in Cloud-computing settings is more 

difficult than obtaining evidence physically because of the distant dynamics of the 

process. Proof should be acquired from distant computers in a verified & sensible 

manner in able to be submitted as factual information in Clouds examinations. In 

most cases, when prosecutors will be unable to obtain complete control of Cloud-
based operations, authorities would have to depend on the network supplier's 

personnel to produce investigative reproductions of proof. The prosecutors must 

guarantee that the chain of custody is just not disrupted in this instance so that 

information proof from either the Clouds (gathered from third-party companies) 

may be submitted truthfully. 

 
Present Service Level Agreements (SLAs), which govern the user agreements 

between the network operator and the Clouds client, usually never include 

measures for investigation process and data retrieval from the Clouds. Definite 

conditions are expected to install the regulations for the investigative collection of 

substantiation from of the Web, including such permission provided by the CSP 
to the consumer for forensic examination and provisos about how inquests are 

protected including both multi-jurisdictional and multi-tenant climates in form of 

regulatory laws, the secrecy of customer information, and security practices both 

in multi-jurisdictional and multi-tenant climates. With publics Cloud-computing, 

non-negotiable services agreements whereby the terms & conditions are fully 

dictated by the Clouds providers are currently the standard. In this situation, the 
client has little or no say with what the CSP is allowed to reveal in the instance of 

a clouds security incident. Finally, it is the customer's responsibility to establish 

an appropriate SLA with both the CSP which addresses any difficulties regarding 

retrieving proof from the Internet, including such various jurisdictions, 

information protection, including establishing a trustworthy provenance. 
 

Proposed Method 

 

Every one of the positively known methods could only be deployed in 

clouds environments, and researchers should rely on CSP for forensics data 

gathering. To address these issues, the proposed method is deployed beyond the 
internet. After gaining authorization from the International Telecommunications 

Unions (ITU) the proposed approach solves the data collecting concerns described 

by establishing a centralized forensics server and a forensics overlay dubbed 

Forensics Monitor Planes (FMP) just outside of the public Clouds. As a result, the 

researchers will not need to rely on the CSP to gather information. Figure 1 
indicates the typical clouds forensics paradigm, which includes the addition of an 

FMP and forensics servers to improve clouds forensics. The forensic work 

instrument, including the Forensic Toolkit (FTK) diagnostics, E-Detection, that 

also runs in the background of the FMP, monitors all arrivals and departures 

interconnection in a clouds environment, and the monitoring data, is forensically 

replicated (i.e. bit by bit flow cryptography) and kept in a different evidence 
collection servers on the cyberattacks venue. The forensics tool also keeps track 

of how clouds service models behave. On clouds service model that combines VM, 

the toolkit captures a detailed examination of the present incarnation and saves it 

in dedicated investigations servers. 
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Figure 1. Proposed model 

 

As a result, if such an incident occurs, all activities, including internet traffic in 

the particular clouds, were forensically photographed, or the demand handled in 

the clouds is collected, encoded, and kept in the forensics servers to reduce the 
trustworthiness of CSP. Because bit-by-bit streams imaging is done throughout 

the forensics computer vision applications, the meticulously photographed data 

remains unmodified. The forensic images recorded are not raw data and could 

only be analyzed using investigative software. Networking records are also 

collected from nearby network elements (gateways) and stored on a forensics 
database, providing strong evidence for identifying the intruder. Inside the 

instance of harmful behavior, the researcher could use their usernames and 

passwords to enter into the investigative computer and obtain evidence in the 

case within such a specified time limit. However, if indeed the researcher has 

reason to suspect something, he or she might acquire information from CSP and 

compare it to the information acquired from the investigative servers. In the case 
of an unexpected occurrence, forensics tools are operating in the forensics 

servers, but it captures the forensics image of the forensics computer, as there is 

a risk that a suspected would log in as a forensics expert and interfere with the 

information. A sequencing diagram illustrates the sequence of operations in our 

proposed approach in Fig. 2 for deeper understanding. 
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Figure 2. Model sequence 

 

Resolve in cloud forensics  

 

There seem to be numerous unsolved difficulties with performing electronic 

examinations on the Clouds, which have been worsened by the Cloud's volatile, 
ever-changing character. These sections aim to provide some solutions to some of 

the problems that arise during Clouds studies. There seem to be presently no 

cloud-specific toolkits accessible, therefore researchers must mix existing 

investigative tools and applications meant for offsite investigations. An 

assessment of present tools for acquiring evidence from Clouds settings would 
reveal any flaws, allowing new or modified methods to be created. Technologies 

may be created, for instance, to undertake forensics real-time assessment in the 

Cloud's dynamic environments. In so many situations, real evaluation provides 

useful information about the operating systems that statistical evaluation cannot, 

including such resource and register monitoring, but there are no comprehensive 

solutions for the Clouds. Some other important finding of the study may be the 
creation of databases that can be utilized as test-beds enabling instrument 

development. Testing ground statistics is critical for instrument development, yet 

there are presently no databases that reflect Clouds incidents. 

 

In that instance, technologies may be created to undertake investigative real-time 

research in the Cloud's changing situation. In many situations, real research 
contains essential information that static analysis might give on the operating 

systems, such as allocation and registries monitoring, but there are currently no 
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proper solutions for the Clouds. Some other interesting areas of research may be 

the creation of databases that can be utilized as test-beds for instrument 

evaluation. Testing ground information is essential for instrument development, 

however, there are presently no databases that reflect Clouds events. 
 

This breakdown in communication about a Clouds offering's underlying 

architecture and processes makes an inquiry difficult. Although forensics experts 

may need knowledge on standard operating procedures as parts of an inquiry, 

network operators seldom disclose the systems in which client information is kept 

or handled. This lack of disclosure can indeed be warranted for a myriad of 
purposes, including sensitive information or the risk of disclosing underpinning 

infrastructures, which could expose a Clouds service to assault. Additionally, 

clouds service providers would not like to reveal organizational practices and 

systems since this information may be used by competition to better their 

products or perhaps even hurt the company's reputations. 
 

[24] Cloud computing services must be held responsible to either the client and 

the supplier, unless both may verify that the Clouds is offering the services as 

promised. If an issue arises, individuals ought to be able to identify who is to 

blame and demonstrate the issue's existence to a 3rd party, including arbitration 

or a court. One such concept could benefit both parties: the client will be able to 
verify that whether support rendered to customers is indeed being done properly, 

and the network operator would indeed be able to address complaints and issues 

more easily. SLAs should include clear and exact operational details on how a 

forensics examination will be conducted by both the investigation committee and 

the internet providers in the case of a legal occurrence of events in the Clouds are 
to be performed to the top class. Duties must be specified explicitly so that 

everyone understands their tasks, skills, and limits. In addition, the legal 

repercussions of undertaking an inquiry in several locations and multi-tenant 

settings must be considered. This CSP may facilitate investigative information 

gathering under a forensics-as-a-service (FaaS) paradigm. Because the supplier 

controls the architecture, companies may retain and gather data not just from the 
virtual environment but also through construction monitoring systems, network 

capturing, and billing information. Clients would be assured that an inquiry 

would be easy to conduct in the event of an incident if the CSP deployed such 

services with little changes to the current Clouds infrastructure. 

 
Challenges with IoT forensics 

 

Any collection of data saved on physical resources for the benefit of doing a 

comprehensive examination or analyzing network records is not included in 

computer forensics for cloud computing. This is attributable to the fact that so 

many cloud-based services are often spread over several virtualized environments 
and networking devices [25]. As a result, it's critical should network investigation 

methodologies account for internet computing's dispersed character and respond 

to altering the way applications and services are delivered to suit this stochastic 

nature. Furthermore, obtaining forensics evidence in a cloud infrastructure 

requires cooperation from the network operator, who may have been hesitant to 
disclose material or grant researchers entrance to their cloud-based settings. 

Even if network operators cooperate with investigators, cyber-attackers may 
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delete or alter any evidence of a targeted act intentionally. Additionally, depending 

on the cloud system, handling network investigation data might change.  

 

This forensic evidences process in SaaS and PaaS is mostly focused on the 

customer suppliers, but in IaaS, it includes both customers and network 
operators. It is feasible for customers to replicate or photograph virtual computers 

for the investigation process using an IaaS. Copying in SaaS and PaaS, on the 

other hand, might not have been practicable or viable [26]. Besides that, IoT 

computer evidence adds another element of sophistication based on a variety of 

considerations such as (a) the quantity of dispersed IoT nodes, (b) the variation in 

IoT devices technical requirements, (c) the position of encrypted information, and 
(d) the total absence of forensics evidence due to IoT devices CPU and 

communication restrictions. 

 

Furthermore, in cloud-computing settings, allocations of resources may be 

automatically configured depending on the amount or demand (i.e. auto-scaling). 
As a result, tampering with or stealing a commodity in a cloud-computing 

environment is exceedingly tough. In an IoT environment, however, IoT 

devices might be manipulated with, lost, or stopped communicating. It's almost 

hard to detect or ascertain the present state of IoT devices after it goes offline [27]. 

Imagine an IoT security camera that works as a network's edge device, continually 

capturing and processing images for vulnerability scanning to demonstrate the 
relevance of this. Suppose that somehow this IoT gadget is connected to a cloud-

based interface. Assuming the IoT devices have been hacked with and are unable 

to communicate. It's virtually hard to re-establish a connection with the gadget or 

figure out what's causing the problem [28]. With that kind of IoT device linked to 

clouds, it's easy to overlook or overlook the reasons that influence IoT devices to 
go offline. 

 

IOTF: IoT forensic framework 

 

Computational power is dispersed to the edges of the networks in fog computing 

environments. The fog computing method, in general, is a networking paradigm 
wherein storage and distribution capabilities are located near mobility and IoT 

devices at the edge of the networks. Fog performs several essential activities, 

including data preprocessing and aggregating. The fog computing approach 

provides several benefits to IoT networks, including increased scalability, lower 

network congestion, quicker response, and the possibility for enhanced 
confidentiality and protection. As a result, filtering traffics and information 

coming to IoT systems is beneficial. In the event of a cyber-attack or risk, such 

data can be utilized as digital proof [29]. Moreover, by including such fog layers, 

it'll become capable to find when an IoT system is failing and retrace its histories 

in a rather manner that it could mine the information held onsite to assess its 

condition or issue warnings in a scaled, productive, and appropriate manners. 
 

Designers present the IOTF: IoT Forensics Toolkit to address several of the 

aforementioned issues. IOTF makes use of the fog computing model, which allows 

knowledge to be sent to the edges of the network via a bridge. This is appropriate 

for data-intensive IoT systems with a high amount of installed IoT nodes. In these 
kinds of circumstances, the fog nodes or gateways could be programmed with the 
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knowledge to filter the information that needs to be transmitted. This file transfer 

among an IoT system and fog nodes or gateways may then be used to retrieve 

forensics evidence through IOTF. Such fog nodes, for instance, could record an 

IoT product's previous known position [30]. This architecture may access system 
logs connected with problematic equipment in the event of a failure. Whenever the 

IOTF's investigative engine analyses the information & detects a potentially 

dangerous action, this should alert additional connected technologies or 

networks. As a result, the danger does not spread to other IoT systems, and the 

cyber-ability suspect's influence on additional Internet of things systems is 

limited. 
 

Considering the intelligent refrigerators as an IoT system, which was discussed 

previously. Each refrigerator is attached to fog nodes on the local area network 

that screens the information that needs to be processed or sent. Suppose this IoT 

gadget is a component of a connected home system that includes, amongst many 
other things, smart LEDs, clocks, doorways, webcams, and voice assistants. 

Imagine that perhaps the fog gateways are used to interconnect various IoT 

systems. Such fog gateways have built-in technology that detects any unusual 

behavior just on the LED's side. In this example, most of the LED's commands 

come from a recognized Android-based smartphone browsing, but one of the most 

recent queries came from an unidentified user agent. Throughout this example, 
IOTF examines the system logs and finds that perhaps the user-agent hasn't 

altered in the last 3 months [31]. The user-agent linked with the most recent 

requests, nevertheless, doesn't fit this trend or the enrollment record. When IOTF 

detects a cybersecurity breach, it alerts nearby IoT systems in the connected 

networks through a protocol like MQTT to cease wirelessly processing commands 
till further notification [32]. Throughout this approach, IOTF makes it necessary 

to eliminate preemptive strikes, make future assaults more difficult for the 

offender, identify an assault as early as feasible, and immediately neutralize the 

impacts of the attacks. Figure 3 depicts a high-level design perspective of the 

proposed system. 

 

 
Figure 3. IOTF architecture 
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IOTF, as shown in Fig. 3, is some fog gateways (or nodes) that comprise of 6 

components:  

 

 Devices surveillance administrator,  

 forensics analyzer,  

 proof retrieval,  

 incident reports,  

 communications, and  

 archiving  
 

This communications module allows IOTF to connect with IoT devices in real-

time. This communications module is in charge of correctly attaching IoT systems 
to the architecture and configuring the atmosphere in which they may transmit 

and receive information. This internal database (DB) is often used to keep track of 

all actions related to IoT devices connected with the frameworks. Every IoT system 

is assumed to have its unique identification. Every inbound and outbound 

communication among IoT systems plus external networks is recorded in the 
logging. The design of this log is comparable to that of available technologies for 

investigating networks traffic (e.g. tcpdump). It looks at traffic data to see whether 

there's anything suspicious going on, such as odd ports, IDs, or traffic volume, for 

instance. This forensics investigator starts gathering evidence for future inquiry if 

the surveillance administrator raises a signal of some questionable behavior. 

Suppose that many IoT systems are linked together with a designated specific 
port. 

 

An inbound query to link to an odd port is acknowledged by the monitoring 

components. In this instance, the forensics analyst would raise suspicion, 

causing it to extract unstable information and put it in a constant position. 

According to how the system is set up or managed, this address might be locally 
or on the clouds. Furthermore, the forensics analyzer starts copying any 

information on the IoT nodes onto its internal memory. If a suspect behavior is 

detected by the forensics analyzer and it reaches an IoT system, the modules 

disable the machine and send reboot signals. This proof restoration component is 

in process of gathering & retrieving data from IoT systems that have been 
impacted. To put it another way, it produces a bit-stream image of all of the 

stored data on IoT systems. It also tries to figure out what activities are 

happening on the IoT system from afar. 

 

This investigation reports module creates a statement after an IoT system has 

been evaluated to see if there has been a cyber attack or danger. If a possible 
danger is discovered, this component can generate warnings based on the 

evidence collected. A variety of crime scene investigations models have been 

presented in the literature. The architecture of our IOTF architecture, on the 

other hand, is founded on the DFRWS concepts established at the 1st Digital 

Forensics Research Workshop in 2001 that contain (a) recognition, (b) retention, 
(c) collections, (d) inspection, (e) research and (f) presentations. Designers feel that 

using a middleware framework like IOTF to build these components will be 

excellent for fog doorways. Designers present use possible conditions within the 

next 2 components to show the utility of our proposed IOTF architecture. 
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Study1 

 

Considering Bob, who does have a digital refrigerator in his smart house, to 

demonstrate the utility of our proposed IOTF architecture. Suppose that this IoT 
gadget is a component of the modern house that also contains an IP camera, a 

smart locking system, and a voice assistant, among many other things. The fridge 

is linked to a fog gateway, which would be executing the IOTF management 

solution. Those machines use a Wi-Fi network to connect to IOTF and interact 

with it. The connection information should be kept internally on each device. 

Alice, a seasoned hacker, took advantage of a vulnerability in the WPA2 
cryptographic protocols that allowed her to recognize the Wi-Fi network's login 

and passwords. Alice starts exposing more networking flaws and identifies several 

linked IoT gadgets. This user, Bob, normally communicates to the smart device 

via his smartphone, which would be geo-located. Alice, on the other hand, tries to 

connect to the smart refrigerator from an unknown position to IOTF. The 
surveillance administrator raises a signal in this situation, and the unidentified 

user's requests are analyzed. The tracking management modules then find that 

this authorized user sent an HTTP request for the necessary HTTP header 

elements lacking. This surveillance administrator element recognizes this as a 

malicious query in this situation and promptly stops it. Then it generates a signal, 

instructing the forensics analyst to examine the contents of the incoming requests 
and comparing them to previous queries to find any verifiable events or trends. 

This analyst collects enough data to determine that this would be a blatant 

attack.   It connects with the case report component in this scenario, which 

subsequently sends Bob a warning with both the data. 

 
Study 2 

 

A fog gateway implementing the IOTF architecture is related to a no. of IoT nodes. 

The data transferred from IoT systems to the clouds is continually monitored by 

IOTF. IOTF, on the other hand, discovers that one of the IoT nodes is faulty or not 

functioning throughout a normal inspection. Manipulation, 
hardwares/software malfunctions, robbery, and damages are all possibilities for 

why an IoT system isn't reacting. Its surveillance administrator sends a signal to 

the forensics analyst, that starts looking into the IoT computer's past actions. 

This forensics investigation discovers that the IoT system has been irregularly 

communicating sensors information over the previous weekend. Even though the 
IoT system is configured to deliver fog gateways sensors data every hourly, IOTF 

assesses that perhaps the IoT system has failed to adequately communicate 

information and data 6 times in the last weeks based on its previous behavior. 

Inside this scenario, the forensics analyst transmits the information to the caring 

reports modules, which generates a report with a lower alerting rating, suggesting 

that the IoT computer's hardwares and software may be misbehaving. 
 

Study 3 

 

This investigative method begins by tracking back through the clouds computer's 

server records. That assault time is the most important indication for identifying 
the offender, however servers records are kept on the clouds service provider's 

servers, and the proposed approach gathers all information outsides of the 
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clouds. So, for obtaining files from the servers, a remotely logging analyzer is 

utilized, and packet sniffing has been used to gather data in FMP. Servers records 

reveal comparable IP addresses at the time of the attacks during the 

authentication of information taken in FMP. Figure 4 depicts this. Additional 

examination of the collected packets reveals that HTTP packets overloaded the 
cloud servers, and the PsExec function, was used, as shown in Fig. 5. Such an 

existing IP traceback method is used to track down the agents from the client. 

The emphasis is on determining the source of the attacks. The usage of a DDoS 

assault is discovered after effectively finding the agent's systems. When searching 

the events records for the time of the attacks, the PsExec program is discovered 

executing on the agents that correspond to the attacks time. Figure 6 depicts this. 
The master-handler is not explicitly mentioned in the events logs of the clients. 

 

 
Figure 4. Server modification model 
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Figure 5. Dataset 

 

 
Figure 6. Agents log information 

 

This detective goes into the master's events logs, just as he did with the agents 

acting, and finds that the PsExec service has been launched, which corresponds 
to the attacks scenarios depicted in Fig. 7. The attacks code used only for 

initializing the agent's program that assaults the servers is revealed upon further 
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examination on the master's systems using FTK analyst. This adds to the proof 

against the masters, causing the investigators to believe that the initial 

perpetrator is the matching expert.  

 

 
Figure 7. Events log information 

 

Conclusions  

 

The impact of Cloud-computing on classical digital evidence methodologies was 
examined in this paper, and some potential solutions for improving computer 

forensics exploration in the Clouds were proposed, including the advancement of 

"Cloud-ready" examinations tools and Services Level Agreements with built-in 

providing for forensics investigations. The importance of accountability had also 

been discussed. The total fix for imaging incriminating documents in a Cloud-
Computing environment may lie in the execution of a Forensics-as-a-Service 

(FaaS) as a benchmark and executed by service suppliers, which, once combined 

with conventional techniques and service levels agreements, allows the retrieval of 

helpful records/knowledge from the Clouds. 

 

They demonstrated IOTF, and IoT forensics architecture capable of detecting and 
mitigating assaults on IoT devices in their early phases. As the number of IoT 

devices grows, so will the number of security vulnerabilities and assaults. 

Regrettably, existing forensics procedures are insufficient for collecting forensics 

evidence in the event of a cyber-attack on IoT systems. Researchers cover 

important difficulties related to cloud computing and IoT investigations all 
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through the article. Specialists also spoke about how computer models like cloud 

environments could be able to assist us to solve these problems. They presented a 

forensics approach that is based mostly on the DFRWS Investigations 

Methodology. This entire structure of IOTF, and used cases & execution specifics, 
were also presented. With us, IOTF architecture was also utilized to give insights 

into how to improve forensic analysis for IoT applications. Designers want to test 

the efficiency of our IOTF architecture in the coming by installing IoT systems in a 

fog computing environment. 

 

Due to the general fast expansion of cloud computing and the likelihood of cloud-
related felony offenses in the virtual environment, the demand for clouds 

investigations is increasing. Clouds security is fraught with difficulties, and just a 

few academics have attempted to solve them. These problems experienced in 

clouds forensics, and the remedies identified in the researches, are discussed in 

depth in this study. A novel model for minimizing the problems of clouds forensics 
has been proposed and verified using a DDoS assault to see if the developed FMP 

captures all-important information's for forensics investigation linked to 

fraudulent activities. In the latter, the whole assault scenarios will be simulated 

in the clouds to see if the proposed FMP captures all essential information’s on 

potential frauds. Additional components in the proposed solutions would be 

incorporated once they are completed. 
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